THE  WORLD   SOUL
must again go to church to adore the Virgin ; he must confess to the Church, not to his inner self as Jesus told him ; he must get absolution from priests, not from his own resolve to be wiser and from the forgiveness of the offended ; he must pray through priests and expect wisdom from them.
Every truth is perverted so as to be worse than no truth, because it conduces to slavery, not freedom.
It is no different in Protestantism. It was a revolt from the authority of Rome, secular and religious. The north wanted to divide from the south, so long its ruler in civilisation and thought. It wanted to set up house for itself. Its secular revolt must be preceded by its spiritual revolt. But the Protestant Churches differ only in details from Rome. They don't worship the Madonna, because they have not that emotion of maternity ; they have a cross instead of a crucifix because that emotional pleasure in seeing death and torture is not so developed in the north, and so on. But the theory is the same. The world is bad, life is bad, there is a revengeful God on the look-out for you, only priests can save you by lustral waters and other ceremonies, as Pere Lacordaire says. Therefore you must sacrifice to Him and obey them.
A central idea in every religion is unnecessary sacrifice, not sacrifice of yourself or others or any material thing to further the common purpose of